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Duncan Mitchel, review of Gaywyck, Gay Community News vol. 8, no. 28 (February 

14, 1981), Boston, Massachusetts.  

The cover should tell you as much as you need to know about Gaywyck. In the 
background, a gloomy mansion crouches beneath lowering, foreboding skies; in the 
foreground, a darkly handsome man in formal dress rests one hand (the other grasps a 
walking-stick) on the shoulder of a fragile, apprehensive-looking blond youth while 
steel-gray waves crash on the rocks around them. "He was so innocent ... until he fell 
captive to the brooding master and sinister secrets of Gaywyck" - if that isn't enough to 
send you into paroxysms of laughter, you have my sympathy. Go on to the magazine 
rack, pick up the latest issue of Honcho or whatever, and do not reflect on experiences 
which are beyond your understanding. 

[…] I should confess that the only Gothic romance I'd read hitherto was Clara Reeve by 
Leonie Hargrave (a nom de plume of Thomas M. Disch), which I also recommend for its 
gay-related content but which, like Gaywyck, is as much a joke on the genre as an 
example of the genre. But Gaywyck, like Clara Reeve, is more than a tour de force. 
Vincent Virga … does more, it seems to me, than touch all the bases of a conventional 
genre of pulp romance (but that is for people who know the genre to say). 

What I can say is that Mr. Virga writes pretty well - I did not, as I so often do, find 
myself mentally rewriting half his sentences for him - and he has written a novel about 
gay men which is fun to read, which is nice for a change. While I wouldn't go so far as 
to say that Gaywyck is "Politically Correct" (since our heroes are too good-looking and 
wealthy) it at least eschews misogyny and machismo. It even has a reasonably credible 
happy ending. That alone is enough to make me wish Gaywyck had been around when 
I was in high school. One could, I suppose, ask for more, but for now I'm counting my 
blessings. 
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Positive Alternative Lifestyles Newsletter vol. II, no. 8, Lynchburg, Virginia, April 24, 1981. 

(PALS was an LGBT community support group based in Lynchburg.) 
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Northern LAMBDA Nord Communiqué vol. II, no. 4 (April 15, 1981). (This publication 

seems to have been based in Halifax, Nova Scotia and covered LGBT happenings and 

issues in Canada and New England.) 
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Feminist Bookstore News vol. 10, no. 3 (October 1987). Note that the author worked at 

Giovanni’s Room here in Philadelphia! 
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Philadelphia Gay News, February 19 – March 4, 1982.  
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Review of Herman Melville’s Pierre in The New York 

Day Book, September 8, 1852 

 

 

Review of Pierre in The New York Day 

Book. 
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