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I think that though the clouds be dark,
That though the waves dash o’er the bark,
Yet after while the light will come,

And in calm waters safe at home
The bark will anchor.

—Paul Laurence Dunbar, “After
While. A Poem of Faith.”
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Frontispiece portrast of Paul Laurence Dunbar, from Majors and Minors: Poems
(Toledo, OH: Hadley & Hadley, 1895).

Object 1. Dunbat, Paul Laurence. Oak and Ivy. Dayton, OH: United Brethren Press,
1893. Rosenbach Call No. A 8930. [Seen today in photos only.]

Object 2. Dunbat, Paul Laurence. Majors and Minors: Poems. Toledo, OH: Hadley &
Hadley, 1895. Free Library Call No. AF811 D9115.



Object 3. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. Candle—ILsghtin’ Time. llustrated with Photographs by
the Hampton Institute Camera Club and Decorations by Margaret Armstrong. New York:
Dodd Mead & Co., 1902. Free Library Call No. RBD AML D911c¢ 1902.

Object 4. Dunbar, Paul Lautence. Poerns of Cabin and Field. Illustrated with Photographs by
the Hampton Institute Camera Club and Decorations by Alice Morse. New York: Dodd, Mead
& Company, 1902. Free Library Call No. RBD AML D911P 1902.

Object 5. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. Lyrics of the Hearthside. New York: Dodd, Mead and
Company, 1904. Free Library Call No. AF811 D9114.

Object 6. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. L:7 Gal Illustrated with Photographs by I eigh
Richmond Miner of the Flampton Institute Camera Club. Decorations by Margaret Armsirong.
New York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1904. Free Library Call No. RBD AML D911L
1904,

Object 7. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. Lyries of Lowly Life. With an Introduction by W.D.
Howells. Numerous IHustrations. New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1908. Free
Library Call No. AF811 D9112.

Object 8. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. Speakin’ O’ Christmas and Other Christmas and Special
Poems. With Numerous Tlustrations. New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1914.
Free Library Call No. 811 D91s2.

Are you interested in learning more about collestions at The Rosenbach and the Free
Librayy of Philadelphia? If so, visit httbs:/ [ rosenbach.org/ research/ make-an-inguiry/
and btips:/ [ libwww freelibrary.org/ programs/ rarebooks/ for more information. Also,
Jeel free to send guestions and comments to glames@rosenbach.ory.
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, mient-toward:sanity. of thinking ont the-part of. Negroes ‘them-
- 1 :selves;. largeness of :view,tolerance,  clarity of ‘vision, ‘abHity to.

i

I

can and-do devoutly pray.for.a trend in'the right ‘direction. It |}
is time for the Negro to attain ‘to “the tall stature of a . mian.” |}
- Time for him to “put away:childish things” with the passing of |}
. his adolescence, =~ . . S Lo

'

o The stories are just a few legends.from different sources..

. 1929' faces us, with all kinds of

"| plation of a New Year, even to
‘|mist. Nothing may happen be-
-| of twelve months in a vear; and -
.{again, -life is full of surprises

_|anything might happen. The ~

" Just so they are packed full; on

- lyears in Europe than a cycle in - §

- Alice. Dunbaf—Nélsﬁon_' ‘

possibilities and probabilities.
There is a thrill in the' contem-

the most case-hardened ' pessi-
yond .the ordinary dull routine
365 days .to them. - But then
4and . potential thrills. - And -so

365 days may be packed full of
things, pleasant or unpleasant.

ithe principle of “Better fifty
Carthay.”

¥ ¥ % ¥ ¥ ok
E “race” people must always .
think in terms of our own 1

, [individual selves.and. needs. " Will' 1929 bring ‘s’ all -those' po-
litical plums for which we have s0. devoutly. hoped, "prayed.and |

_ “which miake racial Jlife.such an undercurrent’ of ‘repressed- un- |

worked?: ‘Or.will it'be “just afiother year?”. "Will the New:Year |
bring a step toward the .cessation - of " those. gad-fly “irritations 1

“happiness, or-will .it mark:a deéfinite advance:toward the pure
:humadnity of decent, wholesoine relations? - “WiHIF it start a’nidve-

differentiate ‘between: propaganda- imposed’ upon; the- race by
.other races for- self-interest, . and ‘real-thought? ~Let .us hope.
We know ho one year.caii bring about ‘any- defifiite: change in
.thé attitude of an individual, community, nation’or race, but we'

sl e &% ok e LR . R N JET A
QUITE'I:h_e most fascinating book which has: come “from . the
busy press of the Associated Publishers, at-1538 Ninth Street,
N. W., Washingfon, is “African.Myths, Together with Proverbs,”
compiled by Dr, Carter’G. Woodson. :If is :a supplementary
reader composed of folk tales’ from various parts of Africa,
ladapted to the use of children in the public schools,” -

o kot i e

-But they are so charming, and so delightfully .fold, that one
would wish to be a child-in school coming upon -them for-the
-first time. .In the preface Dr. Woodson tells us, “The-folk tales
:0f a people are a guide to the understanding of iheir past. If
“you.want'to understan people -of today you must find oqt‘whgt
:iliey have been."” If the. wealth of.beautiful African:legends is
indicative of the early civilization of that continent the ‘natives
[must have reached a_ high level of “culturé. 'To ‘appreciate the
bAfrican, then,:iwe must. hear him sp

eak-for hi

self in the charm-

and rom sire‘to;

Photocopy of an original in the _lmwers:frdfﬁehwar?‘tibra ;
- May not be reprd;:!u.ced or published without permission.
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 THERE are thiity-nine legends ‘beginning with the “Creation,”
AR v.{hlcl} 'has a strangely familisg sound—quite like all legends
IOf creation, Whether Hebrew, Scandinavian, ‘Greek, Roman,

t Egy ptlan or Babylonian. - Then .thereé dre - the usual anjmal

4 T s S e e e g

Jo

s s StOTies, for which African lore is justly famed, and myths of [

origins and customs, the latter with a subtle humor and quaint
,,phﬂosophy' that is sophistication itself, Following the stories
are collections of African proverbs, truly Oriental ip their pun-
gent-wit and crisp sententiousness. - - " . - '
: “A man with wisdom is better-off than a stupid. man with
0¥ amount of charm and superstition.”. = . A S
=: “The laborer is always in the sun: the landowner is. always |
Fin the shade”. | TR '

“He who marries a beauty marries trouble,”

k3
!

t

“Know thyself better. than he whai'speaks of thee.
Not to know is bad, not to wish to 'know is worse.” -

carsor of the other. :
1t is unfortunate that the name -of the illustrator or the
source of the- illustrations is not ‘given. There are about one
hundred most, delightful little pictures, Svhich add materially to
the attractiveness of the book.. PR I
% % N .c I SR, kLT
| FREDERICK WILLIAM WILE, sthe: well-known Washington
- Newspaper man, has.an article. in' the current. issue. of the
Outlook and Independent on “Governmet by Propaganda” which

secretaries 'of  organizations, ‘teachers, preachers,.leaders’ every-
where, politicians, organizrs, and Souls:with a-Mission. - Says Mr.
Wile, who.knows his newspaper lore, “Propaganda came to.stay.
when Europe brought it to.us fourteen years. ago. ~When Uncle
Sam himself became a belligerent in-1917;7one of thefirst leaves
lie took from the notebook of -war-exeprienced Europe. was ' that
Which dealt with publicity as a fine art. " We mobilized the Com-
mittee on Public Information almost as soon-as-we: mobilizéd: the
Army and Navy.” = i A R
*_ 'This is an article to’ give one much grave-thought—that.is,
-always presupposing that one. has_,_-a;_p',jnter_es;in_’ affairs national.
. WOULD. it be-idle. curiosity to wish o know jiust what' is the-
. .- underlying’ truthin the story. 'of the’ seventeen. year old
" Chicago youth who wounded nine policemen of the two hundred |
who attempted to arrest-him for breaking a plate glass window?
The tritth will probably: never be known, but:what a story it
i would 'malke, had the youth been . Russian, and .the scene:of
| action. Moscow or' Leningrad! A’ Négro in-Chicago dees not so
thrill the seeker after the bizdrre. T A VR
EERTRE O U ) Hord oo Lol ko L
ND now we are locking to-the.1930. census. Hope we will all
be counted, for certainly there were about two million of us |
‘who were not included in the 1920- enumeration. o -‘
«E - . R '.'*- ’*. *n- ~. * .*;:,j'_._* ‘, “ ‘:* ok % e
F all the involved movie thrillers that everwere ruled out of .
, consideration bécause of 'their improbability,-this. tale of the
Omahd axe-killer-stispect js the wildest and?weirdes_t’jimagmab_le.
For her is a mixture of secret love, Jew "pplit:e-,chie_f,:milli‘onanje
-hobees, railroad law-suit, paid- witnesses, . conspiracy . between

_police-officers, ;and "representatives-. of.; the . Tailroad; ~murdered

o

oo

' youths, . attempts. at: getting ‘1id .of "witnesses, ‘and"a fewother.|
p;hiorrifi tails ;jumbled ‘tog ‘ 1§ a -

1
N

- ocopy O n L ETS Y g
: .;t;c:'tzzt !;3; reproduced or published without permission.

And scores more of pithy sayings which resemble so closely the |
Book of Proverhs”-that ‘one is fain to know which is the pre- -

ok

EL.L,’ ]1ei‘c’é"110pi11g thatthe new year. will bring you all the

’w

is well worth reading by mewspaper men, heads of: institutions, |. .
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ou-lidve ‘longed - apd wished and hope.

things” for swhich

tVa le 1928,

| ian or“r;éi"n-a.l,hiri the -ﬂn'iilersity of Delaware Library.
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Alice Dunbar-Nelson

. IF DuBose Heyward meant to
T write an allegory.in “Mam-. |
ba’s Daughters”—which +as
- chosen as the outstanding boock
for February by .the Literary
Guild—he succedeed, If he did
not mean fo be allegorical, lie
" succeeded just the ‘same. For

-“Mamba’s Daugtliers,” ‘whether
the author intended or not, is a
bageant of the progress of a
race, from emancipation to the
- rpresent, or even the future.
- Mamba, the protagonist, is a
fine, shrewd character, magnifi-
-cent in her very tnmoral atti-
tude toward “lber white folks”
[ whom she adopted and used for
Lher own ends and purposes.
Mamba’s daughter, Hagar, who
“adopts the alias of Baxter, “for -
-+ business purpeses,” is like crude . e i
_oil, heavy, clumsy; strong, but .the necessary lubricant -of ‘the
['world’s machinery. Lisa, Hagar’s daugliter, and Mamba’s’ grand-
- daughter, the third.generation, the refined product of ‘the previous
w . .itwo, is slim, lithe, educated, refined, delicate;’theb‘xot_ic lily rising
on: the bosom of the swarip.. ' And therein‘is. the allegory of: the
-.story; the “slow-moving ‘pageant” of .a : climhing ~race.” “For|
"7 ";Mamba'is the generation. immediately. following  emancipation; |
~..the peoplewho earned their living as’domesticsy whose pride-ex-

i pressed.itself in having standing with “white Tolls”? ;"whio looked !

- - forward ‘to the sécond and third generation, for the fu]]’ Ipres- ;|
wem v . Slon of ‘their own ‘ambition and pride. of race.; ¥t e
: .. -, By the same foken, so is Hagar, lier-daughter; the next gener- I
|

]

Fation;” the gefieration’ of laborers, tilérs of ‘the:soil, workers:in |

- mines and mills. -Emancipated from~dontestic: service,: because ||

. of its very strength, crudity: 'andilac‘k-df'adap_tabili_ty;_td"_the.déli—
i cate involutions of house service; yet a strong generation, laying

~ . 1, the foundation 'of ‘economic independence by foilsome. work, and
PR 2 certain dumb yet potent notion ‘of thrift. »<Hard fighting, hard
~drinking, - independent, powerful; {aking ifs: pleasures where. it
found them, untutored, unlettered; yet with respect for those who
© itwould come affer it, with refinements and cylture;. And helping || -
e i that very -next gencration by its Jhard’ won: wealth, © Such was

© - I Hagar; such, the second generation; ..o .o T T :
.. ., - And then comes Lissa, the daughter of Hagar, the.third. gen- |
B . eration ‘since emancipation. Lissa is beautiful, refined, delicate, | ,
“with a wonderful. gt of song—the Negro’s - gift~to."America. i : -

- ‘Mamba keeps her away from Hagar, as a thing too delicate snd :
‘radiant to be soiled by contact with the huge strength of the free

living, hard drinking, labor loving, unconscious mother, The
-infrequent and hurried Sunday afternoon interviews between
i Ha the -long hot -dusty-miiles between. the
( rysting place, and Mamba, guarding the
ower-like perfection of Lissa, were more’ pathetic:than' satisfy-
1ng."."Hagar felt this; but.she went on.piling up the savihgs: that
ven ually.;»_,'si:iellcd‘,fre.éd'o_tri‘for‘tl;e girll e o el T
And-s0- the-third. generation of ‘the race flowers into, perfee-

1y is-educated, cultured; refined, beautiful, witl ifs bronze and
1 GOl erfection,’ ‘dnd :flies away ‘northward—to Harlem-—
pportunity awaiis'it, ~And for all the coarseriess, of ‘the
enera for all-its Highting,  drinking;: laboring shulk- ||

: 1l : :

for all its murdergus; vengef:

"7 P hotocopy of an originial in the University of Delaware Library.

May qu'be 'repro'd‘uce_d or pyblished without permission,



freedom of the third generation;' makes possible its burgeoning
“into the full bloony of-opportunity. * For Hagar was able to give
Lissa not ouly money hut the prayer-hook with the name and
-address of the Episcopal clergyman in New York, where the girl
could stay and have protection as she studied. That same un-

_ | fortunate clergyman who had vainly set his mission up in the

phosphate village against the churchi of superstittiom and ignor-
ance and debasing practices. : ’
’ A ® % T

HETHER allegory or merely a cietailed'hist_dy of events,
© *Mamba’s Daughters” is the finest presentment of the mod-|.

ern Negro in all phases of his life, lowly and upward striving,
ugly and beautiful,~south and north, educated and ignorant, that
Ias yet been done.  The canvas of the novel is‘hroad, even though
.the action is almost confined to.Charleston, South Carolina, and
its-vicinity, The New York scenes are slight, though arresting,

From “Porgy” the race has progressed—even though Porgy and|

 his goat cart flit across the scene, an evanescent reminder of Cat-
, fish Row—where after all, Mamba and Hagar had their origin.

i But the author has not hesitated when a situation: presented .if-

-self, to carry that situation. to-its~logical conclusion. His white |

pcople, whose lives run coterminously with the Negroes in: the
book seem not so much Like characters id a story, as real beings
dropped. into our lives. You delight in the guiet satire at the
northern whites and their hastily assumed southern veneer-—the
women folks, at least. . And you enjoy the way Atkirson “puts

‘it over” his wife in the social situation. Saint Wentworth. the

ne’er-do-well of the family, is really the ‘hero of the book. How' -

strange to find a novl with one white ‘man for. a hero, and. three
Negro womn for the heroines! Their lives only:touch here'and
. there, but when they touch, with a strong, vital grip-that changes

most lovable characters.you may meet anywhere.:..
. . - x * *“ '* s . e . % _I*.m*:{l“ . .'.: ..

-about us have not stressed the cultured, refiried, educated Ne-
gro, he who has been through colelge, rides in automobiles, paints

- homes, attends cultured churches of his own. dades.not ‘go to caba-
_rets, and is not a decadent replica of the white man’s worst.- TFor
. years we have deplored that Wwe are cons’taﬁtly-@b,ging‘f-_‘shO'wii?~'in-
| cross sections that do us no.credit. And yet'too-often when we
| ourselves write. of ‘dur. so-called best society, 'we.are-so- anxious
to exhibit that best that we “point with pride” in a manner un-
comfortably like a child showing off its'doll-house to a skeptical
grown-up.’ And when, sometimes our friends ‘on-the other-side
have attempted the same kind of’ description, their attitude is
patronizing, superior, as if one were admiring- that same .child
Because it knows how to pour tea at a'doll’s tea"party. - ° .
puzzle—how to treat the best of the Negro without showing off
or patronizing. He does it by the very simple expedient of tell-
ing the. story, describing the scenes in a easy,: natural manner.
We see the church service in the fashionable Episcopal colored
church in Charleston; we attend a musical at'the home of one of

All quite natural—and yet Lissa, the climber, the third generation
‘striving to Be, sums if all up wearily when she tells’ Mamba of
-her first social evening-—~“They seem to spend all their time say-
ing how glad they are to be Negroes, and all the time they're try-
,ing their damndest to be white.” - - e

[

'the‘so‘cial fabric of the Negro? . AN

{ the course of many lives. And Saint ‘Wentworth is 0_ne~c_;f ‘the )
F_OB years the N égro jlas corﬁplﬁined that' the nmels wntten '

pictures, writes books, sings classic songs, lives in beautiful|

.. DuBose Heyward now solves the Gordian knot of this stran ge|

the leaders of the “blue vein” group; we go'in. the automobile of |
the wealthy banker; we discuss Negro artists at the club meeting. |-

Has not the author put his fifiger unerringly on the ‘sm_"e ,lépot -

|

her lnundey wages in blood from'the sailor; Maniba and

ed

-

cally, Mamba’s peaceful old age, surrounded by roluagravure pic-

ctiares of ihe famous and beuwtiful opera singer, calted Lissa, her
‘dreams_all come {rue, as she walches (he qu York steamer

. oteiumph on the slage of Lhe Metropolilan Opera ITouse—and {

s place among the clas-

i

feelh, of. tourse, will dake
=white,.small farmers, workingmen, who fear the Ne-

ilie pour

2 Raﬁ'lilbud fatking o Saint Wenlworth—*The rank and file

1 jud

the mass wourse than lhey do the-devil.” |, “V A n-
dual:Negro,-while.we hale, or at least, fear him as a race.

Cold

i
I
1

|

WASHINGTON EAGLE, FRIDAY, FERRUARY 22, 1929

m}d be glad*

in,

d.a’ga

g-heart of DuBose Heyward. -

11 an

You will read it once, then {wice,

]

go back:and dip inlo it aga

for the understandin

Copee .

A rarely beauliful book.
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ootl:Mothers?; “In the Monday Night Musieal Club Jad

.

ne
1gdr;alone

s

.
»

%

gidunce’ called’ Gharleston; ' Mamba'®and ‘Lissa'and+
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mhu are, cae'.,
‘Vxhnmgtomans a0 wens

| Deq.r ,Pecrgy ~~The
the .
are L~ 2E, the collegiaies ave

wa}' we can ba sule Lba, ;,“.1% rey
happened is by netleing) wz
say. Daying, the maﬂ*nblp wfter
sheaf of bills, * * On Now Vears
Mrs. Alice Dunbar-No Isom, 2
Andsrson, Mrs. Emme

Arleon Bowser, and s o
Young returned from ew York Clity,
and since méost of them
gomg to bed  very early e
Imagine they had rathsr g ni
Mrs. Dunbar-Nelson said
was invited f{o fourteon narvics New
Years eve, but.In gnifs of hor bess
efforts she was able to attond onle
elght of them. * * joha O. :anl'ms
Jr., better known as
home from Bowdoin Cellege for the

doy

Paul

kD

Yolidays, was one of the husizr bersons |

of ‘Wilmington. -Betwsen Ezeping en-
ga.gements in - Wﬂming..on Philadei
Phia, ‘and - Baltimers I seally don't.
seée how he manzged th lwz.v“ tima for
basketball, but hé found time to ply
with’ the alumni team and withh ths
New JEngland All-Stars, apd- played
very Well. # % Alpert Anderson, who
gradua.ted from Lincoln last year and
15" how teaching in the Mizh Sohool
ek Wmsonn-Sa.lem, came heme for the
. holidays locling splendid. He sald he
Hked:Winsten-Salem, the paople ther 2,
This. Wotk):.-and most’ particulorly the
fact that fhere are one 1k undred and
enty, womeit and twenty men tesch-
in that city. * * Two of our loeol
ew."Fords, one" belonmnrr to Miss
aiiline “Young. the other to Dr, J.
-Stubbs, were In accidents last wesk
rtunately no ong was injured.-

Buster, who was !

. DALY ¥oung struck a Pontiac,. the
- fproperty-of Dr. F, N, Herrickz  of
! ‘Bhiladelphla, “and broke s’ number of

" things radius rods, fenders and what-
net,” Dr. Stubbs was struck. by ¢ .

iy that his rear axle was.
t..was remarkable that ‘1o
B ne' as hurt in -either case bhecatss
the cars really nezded a ‘m.t of repaii-
m&aﬂemmd »

il ltended the Nationai

mtll

;Aunewe 230y bk, 2T 3

: ,‘,, ephard of 60 West 10th siveet, fn,

K C‘olcman also made a brief talk.

- related achvxtles.

MRS, NAREKA LEE-RAY‘FORD gave a din-
ner in henor of Mr. Roscoe Bruce, who at-i..
In%srracial Confer~ | .
ence, at Annozean's charming tez-room last| ¢

EAGLE (,OLUMNIST
QUOTED BY. CHI PAPER

Ch:ca'ro, IJI —The Chrtstlan Cen-
tury, Chzcago wcekly, i’ the J'anuary
24 issue”fids -z art:cle« by “Klice Dim-’

the, story‘ of an. e*cpenment made by,
the Amcncan F'nends Sennce Com—
mxttee in« u:tcrra.czal Work vnth _}’apa—
‘nese' “apd- wh:tes atrcf’Negrac’s and
whxtcs., The: problem a5 .0ne’ of  in-.
tcrpretmg the Taced to cach othez io
a5 to break down suspxcmn, rmsuuder--
] standlng,

) xng, _respect and cons:deratmn .
By -
ot iy

" The address of Mrs. Nelson marked |
|

the first. annwcrsary of the lyceum
group at Bethél ‘A, M. E, Church,
‘beaded by’ Szmuel Westerﬁeld. The
organization now has ﬁftccn umts of

Taking part on the :Sundiy program i
‘were: Mrs, Jennie Heyward, Mrs. |
‘Rosa H, Lampkm, who introduced the f
speaker; Misses - Josephme Nesbitt,
Mabel Vin | Rensse!ear, Beryl De J
Silva, Addie L. Yeiser, pfogram chir- {
man; the Golden-State Four, 2 quartet |

¥and Josiah Aibnght. Dr. ] uhz’ P.H

under direction of. John H., Lindsay,

har—‘ﬂelson ‘entitled: -* Quakers Expcn-',
ment i Recial Understandmg " < This.|

jczme to o’ 1928 ycars ago.,_

Head of InterraciaI'Commissmn
Declares World is Trying to
do What Christ- Started.
Pralses Kellogz- Treaty. :

(Amstcrdam News, New: Yorh)

an American racial. unit that is beg:.n—
ning to rcach its stature ‘and ta.kc an,

) aotwc mtcrcst «in international aﬂ’axra

in an address Sunday before the Bcthel

.Young People’s Lyceum, 92 West: 13"(1

strect, by Alice Dunbar—N elson, execy-

racizl. Peace Commission.- The former
wife. of -the late Paul Lawrence Dun-

paper’ columnist, made 2. simple plea

opmmu for- world -pace.
"Fhe - Bnaud-K:Ilogg peacc pact'

gress,. was seen by the speaker as.an
af:tcmpL to- do the" sa.me work Chnst,
‘The

) 'treaty is- sunply an cffort to make War:"

and. to “build ap, understandu “F

| Fricnds” Service: Committee, an.

rmg na.ﬂons unpopular, she saxd, N

The “sew Negro” was’ ptctured as.

tive secretary of the’ Ameru:an Tnter- §

bar, who is herself a pcct and news-

for the Negro's aid in- crcatmg popular‘ '

subjecf: of much contraversy-in Coun 3

Peace Address"?

'of war, which sle contended never
settled: anythmg - Always, the speaket
s:ontended,--the ‘poorer classes and
minor groups mAst pay the fuil penals
ties - lives,. suﬁ'cnng ‘of women atid
cht!dren. G
bodies and further d:scrim:ﬁatxon. :

Navat appropr:atmns before Conv

iists, ~every humble coftizen is- estled
wpon to shed’ his bloed, while the
statesmen apd ’Wcalthy remam "gt
home, she said; S

jf
Phﬁadelphia for the past two years;
It is  spomsored : by  the':Ams rica

ganization of- Quakers : creditad:

Mrs. Nclson ‘describad the harrors :

PP 12

PP

nd the ‘aftermaths of Broken |

gress shoutd Interest Negroes as much'.'_
4% any Iegtslatfon dxrectly affecting the |
group, was the view of the peace ad«|
vocatd.: Once war is declared at the'|
command of the éommczmal xmpeml» E

i+ The American Interracul Pexce |
‘ Co:nmisswn has maintained offices

s
Mrs, Nelson: with. spendmz Sﬂ,ﬁﬂﬂoﬁa
in rehef “work, i< E ]

X \-':"r‘#;t,-:_u-\;i"z:!:*{-‘-w- i

fano Umversnty of Delaware Library.
otoco of an orlgmal in the
nPnrl ot gZ. ranradnced or published without permlssmn
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MY GUIDE, TEACHER, AND INSPIRATION,

Hy Hothper,
THIS LITTLE VOLUME IS8

Sffectionately ingeribed,
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OAK AND IVY.

Obe 1o Cthiopia,

O Mother Race! to thee I bring

This pledge of faith unwavering,
Thigtribute to thy glory.

I know the pangs which thou didst feel,

‘When Slavery crushed thee with its heel,
With thy dear blood all gory.

Sad days were those,~ah, sad indeed!

But through the land the fruitful seed
Of better times was growing.

The plant of freedom upward sprung,

And spread its leaves so fresh and young—
Its blossoms now are blowing,

On every hand in this fair land

Proud Ethiope’s swarthy children stand
Beside their fairer neighbor;

The forests flee before their stroke,

Their hammers ring, their forges smoke,—
They stir in honest labor,

5



OAK AND IVY.

They tread the fields where honor calls;
Their voices sound through senate hslls
In majesty and power.
To right they cling; the hymns they sing
Up to the skies in beauty ring,
And bolder grow each hour.

Be proud, my Race, in mind and soul;
Thy name is writ on Glory’s scroll
In characters of fire.
High ’mid the clouds of Fame’s bright sky
Thy banner’s blazoned folds now fly,
And truth shall lift them higher.

Thou hast the right to noble pride, |

Whose spotless robes were purified
By blood’s severe baptism.

Upon thy brow the cross was laid,

And labor’s painful sweat-beads made
A consecrating chrism,

No other race, or white or black,

When bound, as thou wert, to the rack,
So seldom stooped to grieving;

No other race, when free again,

Forgot the past and proved them men
So noble in- forgiving.

Go on and up! Our souls and eyes
Shall follow thy continuous rise;
Our ears shall list thy story -
From bards which from thy root shall spring,
And proudly tune their lyres to sing
Of Ethiopia’s glory. ’
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MAJORS AND JMINORS.

The Colored Soldiers.

If the muse were mine to tempt it
And my feeble voice were strong,

If my tongue were trained to measures,
I would sing a stirring song.

T would sing a song heroic
Of those noble gons of Ham,

Of the gallant colored soldiers
Who fought for Uncle Sam !

In the early days you scorned them,
And with many a flip and flout,

Said “these battles are the white man’s
And the whites will fight them out.”

Up the hills you fought and faltered,
In the vales you strove and bled,

While your ears still heard the thunder
Of the foes’ increasing tread.

Then distress fell on the nation
And the flag was drooping low ;
Should the dust pollute your banner?
No! the nation shouted, No!
So when war, in savage frinmph,
Spread abroad his funeral pall—
Then you called the colored soldiers,
And they answered to your call.



MAJORS AND MINORS.

And like hounds unleashed and eager
For the life blood of the prey,

Sprung they forth and bore them bravely
In the thickest of the fray

And where’er the fight was hottest—
Where the bullets fastest fell,

There they pressed unblanched and fearless
At the very mouth of hell,

Ah, they rallied to the standard
To uphold it by their might,
None were stronger in the labors,

None were braver in the fight.
At Forts Donelson and Henry
On the plaing of Olustee,
They were foremost in the fight
Of the battles of the free.

And at Pillow! God have mercy
On the deeds committed there,
And the souls of those poor vietims
Sent to Thee without a prayer.
Let the fullness of thy pity
O’er the hot wrought spirits sway,
Of the gallant colored soldier
Who fell fighting on that day !

Yes, the Blacks enjoy their freedom
And they won it dearly, too ;

For the life blood of their thousands
Did the southern fields bedew.



40

MAJORS AND MINOCGRES.

In the darkness of their bondage,
In their depths ofslavery’s night ;
Their muskets flashed the dawning
And they fought their way to light.

They were comrades then and brothers,
Are they more or less to-day ?

They were good to stop a bullet
And to front the {earful fray.

They were citizens and soldiers,
When rebellion raised its head ;

And the traits that made them worthy—
Ah! those virtues are not dead.

They have shared your nightly vigils,
They have shared your daily toil;

And their blood with yours commingling
Hags made rich the Southern soil.

They have slept and marched and suffered
‘Neath the same dark skies as you,

They have met as fierce a foeman
And have been as brave and true.

And their deeds shall find a record,
In the registry of Fame ;
For their blood has cleansed completely
Every blot of Slavery’s shame.
So all honor and all glory
To those noble Sons of Ham—
The gallant colored soldiers,
Who fought for Uncle Sam !
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 Sunlght o a s s
~ Golden lilies all a-dream,

| -\LOfty mountains, boId

But nog'IOVeIstfg'ht' Ikn E
Equals Dinah kneadxng oug







As with steady sweep they
Through the gently yielding dot
Maids may vaunt their finet charms
Naught to me like Dinals arms
Girls may draw, or paint, or s

 love Dinah kneading dough
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- Me a glance —the least of things:

And I Wondef‘doessheknow ‘
That my heart is in the dough?
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Lyrics of Lowly Life.

And from his lips these words flowed forth like
wine :
“ O queen, I want no gift but thee,” he said.
She heard and looked on him with love-lit
eyes,
Gave him her hand, low murmuring, “I am
‘ thine,” .
And at the morrow’s dawning they were wed.

AFTER WHILE.

A POEM OF FAITH.

THINK that though the clouds be dark,
That though the waves dash o’er the bark,

Yet after while the light will come, :
And in calm waters safe at home

The bark will anchor.
Weep not, my sad-eyed, gray-robed maid,
Because your fairest blossoms fade,
That sorrow still o’erruns your cup,
And even though you root them up,

The weeds grow ranker.

: i




Lyrics of Lowly Life.

For after while your tears shall cease,
And sorrow shall give way to peace;
The flowers shall bloom, the weeds shall die,
And in that faith seen, by and by
Thy woes shall perish.
Smile at old Fortune’s adverse tide,
Smile when the scoffers sneer and chide.
Oh, not for you the gems that pale,
And not for you the flowers that fail ;
Let this thought cherish :

That after while the clouds will part,
And then with joy the waiting heart
Shall feel the light come stealing in,
That drives away the cloud of sin
And breaks its power.
And you shall burst your chrysalis,
And wing away to realms of bliss,
Untrammelled, pure, divirely free,
Above all earth's anxiety
From that same hour.

121
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You can see many of the books by Paul Laurence Dunbar we have studied today on
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To learn more about Alice Dunbar-Nelson and historical matedals relating to her life
and work, vistt a finding aid created by the University of Delaware Library

(http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/findaids/dunbarne html). Also, visit this webstte:
https:/ /sites.udel.edu/alicereads/.

Paul Laurence Dunbar’s house in Dayton, Ohio is now a museum. Learn more about

laurence-dunbar-house-historic-gite/.

The Free Library owns a number of other books by Dunbar, as well as biographies
and collections of his work. Here ate just a few:
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